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Board of Trustees’ News: 
 

ϲ New officers for 2022 were unanimously elected during the January meeting as follows: 
Á Dr. Patrick Winters, Chair      
Á Darlene Dotson, Vice Chair 
Á Jerry Hancock, Secretary 

ϲ The Board of Trustees meets on the 1st Wednesday of every month at 3:30 p.m. 
 

A list of Board members and their terms of service, a roster of Board members dating back to 1970,  

current Board agendas and minutes as well as quarterly reports are available on the Board of Trustees page of the 

library’s website. 

 
 

Library Programs & Activities: 
 

ϲ $697,420=2021 YTD amount of money patrons saved borrowing library materials versus buying them--a 21% 

increase over 2020’s patron savings of $577,835. (C) 

ϲ Held “Blind Date with a Book” event in which patrons chose books based on clues written on specially-

wrapped covers.  Many patrons expressed that this was their favorite activity of the year because they read 

books they wouldn’t have read otherwise and often learn new things and/or expand thinking.  (C)(S) 

ϲ Hosted special Spring Break events for kids and teens in 

additional to regular weekly programming. (S) 

ϲ Initiated 3 reading challenges: Pick Six! (6 books/quarter), 

Paws to Read (24 books/year), and Road Trip (read a book 

set in each state/50 books).  Readers are encouraged to 

read/ listen to young adult or adult-level fiction or non-

fiction books based on categories listed.  (C) 

ϲ Shared daily Facebook and Instagram posts using Texas 

Historical Commission’s African Americans in Texas travel 

guide during Black History Month to highlight and celebrate important African-American places in Texas.  

Copies of the guide are available at the library. (S) 

ϲ Hosted and supported community programs in collaboration with area agencies (F)(S): 
 

Á Bee in a Book Club (Community Healthcore & Marshall-Harrison County Literacy Council) 

Á Blood drive (Carter BloodCare)  

Á Blood pressure screenings (ETBU’s Teague School of Nursing) 

Á Election Day polling place (Harrison County Elections Office) 

Á Rotating art collection (Marshall Art League) 

Á Vaccine clinics (Marshall-Harrison County Health District)  
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                              Collection; Facility; Marketing/Public Relations/Advocacy; Service; Technology 
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Special Recognition: 
 

Anna Lane celebrated 20 years of service at Marshall Public Library on June 28, 2022.  She began her tenure at 

Marshall Public Library as the Assistant Director/Public Services Librarian before being promoted to Library 

Director on July 29, 2006.  

 
 

Library Programs & Activities: 
 

ϲ $400,840=Amount of money patrons saved borrowing library materials from January-June 2022.  This is a 

22% increase over January-June 2021’s patron savings of $328,375. (C) 

ϲ Hosted two “Homeschool Happenings” information sessions about financial literacy and gardening for 

homeschool families in April.  Sessions included hands-on activities and make-n-take crafts. (S) 

ϲ Hosted and supported community programs in collaboration with area agencies (F)(S): 
 

Á Bee in a Book Club (Community Healthcore & Marshall-Harrison County Literacy Council) 

Á Quarterly blood drive (Carter BloodCare)  

Á Blood pressure screenings (ETBU’s Teague School of Nursing) 

Á Rotating art collection (Marshall Art League) 

Á District 5 City Council candidate forum (Marshall News Messenger) 

ϲ Provided IRS tax forms and instruction booklets in English and Spanish. (S) 

ϲ Initiated a peanut butter & jelly drive to benefit Mission Marshall’s summer feeding program.  Over 160 jars 

were collected and donated. (S) 

ϲ Library staff attended the Touch-A-Truck event in May to promote summer reading and library programming. 

(S) 
 

 
 

2022 Summer Reading Program (SRP): 
 

ϲ The 2022 “Oceans of Possibilities” SRP kicked off on June 7 with a wildlife program at Memorial City Hall.  

Kids’ programs included weekly storytime, art classes, Legos, Zumba, and special programs at Memorial City 

Hall sponsored by the Friends of a Public Library.  Teen and tween programs included Manga Monday, movie 

matinees, STEM activities, tabletop game afternoons, and weekly crafternoon sessions. 925 individuals 

participated in programs offered in June. (S) 

ϲ Adult activities included take-n-make craft kit bags, reading challenges, and weekly gift card drawings for 

borrowers.  Library visitors collaborated together to place 4,000 stickers on a poster throughout the summer 

to complete a mosaic puzzle. Weekly updates of progress were posted on Facebook. (S) 
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Special Recognitions: 

ϲ Miranda Chapman celebrated 5 years of library service on September 28.  Miranda began her service at the library 
as Public Services Assistant and was responsible for processing books including encoding all materials in the RFID 
network. She was promoted to Public Services Coordinator in March 2021 and oversees the interlibrary loan 
program and hot spot program.  Miranda has initiated and managed a variety of programs such as blood drives, 
blood pressure screenings, food drives, vaccine clinics, and the summer passport program. (S) 

 

ϲ The Texas State Library and Archives Commission awarded MPL accreditation status for meeting criteria in the 
areas of expenditures, collections, and other indicators on its 2021 Annual Report.  As a result, the library will 
continue to have access to the statewide interlibrary loan program, grant initiatives, continuing education 
opportunities, and more. (C)(F)(M)(S)(T) 

 

Library Programs & Activities: 
 

ϲ Received reimbursement award of $1,603.80 for 244 interlibrary loan (ILL) requests made on behalf of MPL 
patrons to other Texas public libraries between August 2021-July 2022. As an accredited library, MPL is able to 
participate in the ILL program and receive reimbursement for its participation. (C)(S) 
 

ϲ In July, over 50 families participated in the 2nd Annual Summer Passport 
program which encouraged them to find 15 letters located in and around 
downtown Marshall and write the letter in the designated spot on the 
passport.  Those who unscrambled the letters correctly to uncover a secret 
message (“Explore Marshall”) received a goody bag of prizes provided by the 
Friends of a Public Library.  Chloe, pictured at the right, relayed that she is one 
of those kids who L.O.V.E.S history and said she especially enjoyed visiting the 
Starr Family Home and Michelson Museum of Art. 

 
Passport letters were located at Black Coffee Records, Chamber of Commerce, 
City Hall, City Park, East Texas Office Supply, Foodie Tasting Room, Harrison 
County Historical Museum, Joe Pine Coffee Co., Marshall Public Library, 
Memorial City Hall, Michelson Museum of Art, Square Nutrition, Starr Family 
Home, T&P Train Depot and Museum, and Telegraph Park. (M)(S) 
 

ϲ Hosted the 2nd Annual Homeschool Resource Fair in August. 
Families learned about available resources, services, and 
extracurricular opportunities in the area.  Participating entities 
included Caddo State Park, Chick-fil-A, ETBU, Elena’s Music Studio, 
Harrison County Historical Museum, Harrison County Master 
Gardeners, Healthcare Express, HIPPY (Home Instruction for Parents 
of Pre-school Youngsters), Marshall Taekwondo, Michelson Museum 
of Art, One Room Schoolhouse, Starr Family Home Historic Site, 
Student HireAbility Navigation Program, Texas A&M Forestry Service, 
Texas AgriLife Extension, Texas Lions Camp, TSTC, and Wellness 
Pointe. Over 150 individuals attended the fair. (S) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

2021-2025 Strategic Plan areas addressed:  
Collection; Facility; Marketing/Public Relations/Advocacy; Service; Technology 

 



 

 

Marshall Public Library 
Quarterly Report 
2022: 4 th Quarter 

 
 
 
 

 

Library News: 
 

ϲ In October, Gail Johnston was hired as the new Public Services Librarian and Assistant Director.  Following her 
graduation from East Texas Baptist University, she worked as a teacher in 2nd-6th grades for 13 years.  After 
earning her master’s degree in library science, she served almost 20 years in academic libraries. 
 

ϲ $743,915=the amount of money library patrons saved in 2022 by borrowing books, CDs, DVDs versus 
purchasing them. In 2021, the savings totaled $697,959.  This amount does not include money saved by 
utilizing available resources and services such as ebooks, newspapers, magazines, computer/wi-fi access, 
information queries, digital resources, and programming. 
 

ϲ Most checked out items in 2022: 
 

Á Fiction: Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

Á Large Print Fiction: Shadows Reel by C.J. Box 

Á Non-Fiction: Becoming Bulletproof by Evy Poumpouras 

Á Easy: Biggie series by Mo Willems 

Á Juvenile Fiction: Dog Man by Dav Pilkey 

Á Young Adult: Noragami by Adachitoka 

Á DVD: Game of Thrones 

Á CD:  Rogue Lawyer by John Grisham 

Á Playaway: Itôs Better This Way by Debbie Macomber 

Á eBook: Verity by Colleen Hoover 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Library Programs & Activities: 
 

ϲ Initiated “Trick or Teeth” during October (National Dental Hygiene Month).  The community donated 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, and dental floss for the drive.  Almost 650 items were collected and distributed to 
the Tracy Andrus Foundation and Twelve Way. (S) 
 

ϲ Invited city departments and the community to participate in the 3rd Annual Pumpkinpalooza contest by 
decorating an ocean-themed pumpkin.  Participating departments included 
Human Resources, Library, Public Works, Support Services, and Water 
Billing. (S)  

ϲ Served as polling place for the November election.  According to Harrison 
County officials, 773 cast their ballot at the library.  Voter registration cards 
in both English and Spanish are available for distribution year-round. (F)(S) 

ϲ Collected 606 items from patrons and community members during the 
holiday food drive benefitting Mission Marshall. (S) 

ϲ Offered on-going weekly and holiday programming for preschoolers, 
children, tweens/teens, and adults. (S)  

ϲ Visited Marshall Early Childhood Center, Crockett, Sam Houston, and Price 
T. Young schools for Bilingual Night, Unity Day, and STEM Night to share 
information about the library’s programs, resources, and services. (S) 

ϲ Hosted monthly Pop-Up Storytimes at Michelson Museum of Art, Fire Station, The Grove at East Texas Baptist 
University, and Telegraph Park/Wonderland of Lights. (S)  

 

2021-2025 Strategic Plan areas addressed:  
Collection; Facility; Marketing/Public Relations/Advocacy; Service; Technology 

 


