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A lot of professors give talks titled "The Last Lecture."  Professors are asked to 
consider their demise and to ruminate on what matters most to them.  When 
Randy Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to 
give such a lecture, he didn't have to imagine it as his last, since he had recently 
been diagnosed with terminal cancer.   
 
In this book, Randy Pausch has combined the humor, inspiration and intelligence 
that made his lecture such a phenomenon and given it an indelible form.  It is a 
book that will be shared for generations to come. 

A. J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be.  He lives alone, his bookstore is 

experiencing the worst sales in its history, and now his prized possession, a rare 

collection of Poe poems, has been stolen.  But when a mysterious package appears 

at the bookstore, its unexpected arrival gives Fikry the chance to make his life over--

and see everything anew. 

Frank McCourt, born in Depression-era Brooklyn to recent Irish immigrants, is raised in 

the slums of Limerick, Ireland.  Frank’s mother, Angela, has no money to feed the children 

since Frank’s father, Malachy, rarely works, and when he does he drinks his wages.  Yet 

Malachy—exasperating, irresponsible, and beguiling—does nurture in Frank an appetite 

for the one thing he can provide: a story.  Frank endures poverty, near-starvation and the 

casual cruelty of relatives and neighbors—yet lives to tell his tale with eloquence, 

exuberance, and remarkable forgiveness. 

http://www.amazon.com/Revolutionary-Alex-Myers/dp/1451663323/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1420757934&sr=1-1&keywords=revolutionary+alex+myers
http://www.amazon.com/Revolutionary-Alex-Myers/dp/1451663323/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1420757934&sr=1-1&keywords=revolutionary+alex+myers
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At an exclusive school somewhere outside of Arlington, Virginia, students aren’t 
taught history, geography, or mathematics--they are taught to persuade.  Students 
learn to use language to manipulate minds, wielding words as weapons.  Drawn in to 
their strange world, Emily Ruff learns their key rule: That every person can be 
classified by personality type, his mind segmented and ultimately unlocked by the 
skillful application of words.  For this reason, she must never allow another person to 
truly know her, lest she herself be coerced.  Adapting quickly, Emily becomes the 
school’s most talented prodigy, until she makes a catastrophic mistake: She falls in 
love. 

Brigid Quinn's experiences in hunting sexual predators for the FBI have left her with 
memories she wishes she didn't have and lethal skills she hopes never to need again.  
Having been pushed into early retirement by events she thinks she's put firmly behind 
her, Brigid keeps telling herself she's settling down nicely in Tucson with a wonderful 
new husband, Carlo, and their dogs.  But the past intervenes when a man named Floyd 
Lynch confesses to the worst unsolved case of Brigid's career--the disappearance and 
presumed murder of her young protégée, Jessica, and Brigid finds she cannot walk 

away from violence and retribution after all, whatever the cost. 

In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent.  As a teenager, he channeled 
his defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin 
Olympics.  But when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a 
journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943.  When his Army Air 
Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift 
on a foundering life raft.  Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer 
desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with 
rebellion.  His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the fraying wire of 
his will. 
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The story of Robert Jordan, a young American in the International Brigades attached to an 

antifascist guerilla unit in the mountains of Spain, it tells of loyalty and courage, love and 

defeat, and the tragic death of an ideal.  In his portrayal of Jordan's love for the beautiful 

Maria and his superb account of El Sordo's last stand, in his brilliant travesty of La 

Pasionaria and his unwillingness to believe in blind faith, Hemingway creates a work at once 

rare and beautiful, strong and brutal, compassionate, moving, and wise.  Greater in power, 

broader in scope, and more intensely emotional than any of the author's previous works, it 

stands as one of the best war novels of all time. 

 

This is an unforgettable story of friendship and second chances that highlights a little-known but 

historically significant movement in America’s past.  Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is close to 

“aging out” out of the foster care system.  A community service position helping an elderly 

woman clean out her home is the only thing keeping Molly out of juvie and worse...As she helps 

Vivian sort through her possessions and memories, Molly learns that she and Vivian aren’t as 

different as they seem to be.  Rich in detail and epic in scope, Orphan Train is a powerful novel 

of upheaval and resilience, of unexpected friendship, and of the secrets we carry that keep us 

from finding out who we are.  
 

Louis L'Amour guides his readers to a distant frontier -- the enthralling lands of the 12th century.  

At the center of The Walking Drum is Kerbouchard, one of L'Amour's greatest heroes.  Warrior, 

lover, scholar, Kerbouchard is a daring seeker of knowledge and fortune bound on a journey of 

enormous challenge, danger and revenge.  Across the Europe, the Russian steppes and through 

the Byzantine wonder of Constantinople, gateway to Asia, Kerbouchard is thrust into the heart of 

the treacheries, passions, violence and dazzling wonders of a magnificent time.  From castle to 

slave gallery, from sword-racked battlefields to a princess's secret chamber, and ultimately, to the 

impregnable fortress of the Valley of Assassins, The Walking Drum is a powerful adventure of an 

ancient world.  
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Tom Sherbourne is a lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, a tiny island a half day’s boat journey 

from the coast of Western Australia.  When a baby washes up in a rowboat, he and his young 

wife Isabel decide to raise the child as their own.  The baby seems like a gift from God, and the 

couple’s reasoning for keeping her seduces the reader into entering the waters of treacherous 

morality even as Tom--whose moral code withstood the horrors of World War I--begins to waver.  

M. L. Stedman’s vivid characters and gorgeous descriptions of the solitude of Janus Rock and of 

the unpredictable Australian frontier create a perfect backdrop for the tale of longing, loss, and 

the overwhelming love for a child that is The Light Between Oceans. 

 

http://www.marshallpubliclibrary.org/

