Marshall, Texas

City of Al nerica iy

MARSHALL LT

2015
CITY OF MARSHALL

COMMISSION AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET:

MEETING DATE: March 10, 2016

PROJECT: Consider and respond to a report of EPA regulation and control of lead and copper in
municipal drinking water. (Public Services Director)

DESCRIPTION: The City of Flint, Michigan has received an enormous amount of publicity and
scrutiny in recent months due to the level of lead in their drinking water. There have been many reports
by the media, some being more accurate than others, but the adverse actions are very simple to explain.
We have researched what happened in Flint, Michigan and we are being careful when we make
statement, because there are still ongoing investigation - but there may have been two actions in Flint,
Michigan that possibly caused the adverse results — 1) CNN reports state that the City of Flint stopped
taking treated water from the City of Detroit (from Lake Huron) to save money while a new water line
was constructed, and switched their water source to Flint River which is apparently corrosive, and 2)
additional media reports state that they were not treating Flint River water with a corrosion inhibitor
(polyphosphate and orthophosphate blend) as specifically set out in EPA standards. Failure to treat water
with a corrosion inhibitor can allow lead to leach into drinking water. The City of Marshall has been
using a corrosion inhibitor for decades at an annual cost of approximately of $13,000 to $15,000, a small
price to pay to keep lead from leaching into our treated water supply.

The EPA adopted the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) in 1975, which was amended in 1986 to
address lead in solder, pipe and fittings; there have been additional updates in 1991, 2007, 2011, and
2014 (beginning in 2014, all new water meters, fittings, and piping sold are required to meet “no lead”
standards). In general, the SDWA sets out standards for every public water system or distributor in order
to provide safe quality drinking water. As a side note, private water wells and bottled water are not
covered by the SDWA; bottled water 1s regulated by the Federal Food and Drug Administration.

EPA regulations set out Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL) for potential organic or inorganic
contaminants that could affect drinking water safety. In January of this year, we presented a repott to the
City Commission regarding our annually required Water Quality Report which includes MCLs for
several items, including lead and copper — our next report (for calendar 2015) is due for distribution to



all water customers in July of this year. Testing for lead and copper levels are required every three years;
we are due to test in 2016. A copy of the 2014 Water Quality Report which we presented in January is
attached for additional review. Of note, lead and copper levels tested in our city drinking water are way
below the EPA action levels.

The City of Marshall began testing for lead and copper in 1992 as a direct result of new EPA standards.
Beginning in 1992, we were required to test 60 residential locations and as a result of low levels of lead
and copper, our requirement was reduced to 30 sites in 1996; we have never exceeded the lead or copper
MCL since we began testing, this is due in large part, to our use of a corrosion inhibitor in our treatment
process. In addition to our testing, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) annually
takes tests for lead and copper independent of our tests.

Do we expect more updates to the SWDA as a result of water issues in Flint, Michigan - Yes!

COST:
N/A — Report Presentation

FUNDING: Acct. Name & No Original Budget As Bid
N/A — Report Presentation

RECOMMENDED
ACTION:
N/A — Report Presentation

CITY CONTACT: J. C. Hughes, Public Services Director 903-503-4503

ATTACHMENTS:
2014 Drinking Water Quality Report

cc: File
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